
 

Thanksgiving Envoy to Jerusalem 2025 
PACKING & TRAVEL PREP 

 
An exhaustive list of packing essentials can be found on the Allianz website. 
 
Packing Checklist: CARRY-ON ESSENTIALS 
These are important to carry on with you and not place in your checked baggage. 

● Passport and copies of your passport in case misplaced while on travel. 

● Flight itinerary and boarding passes/tickets 

● Approved Visa: Here is a link to apply for the required Israel travel visa - ETA-IL 

● Travel insurance documents (in case battery on phone or device fails).  

● Cash and credit cards. Remember to notify your credit card company of travels. 

● Keys 

● Prescription medications and copies of prescriptions 

● Prescription eyeglasses or contact lenses 

● Hearing aids and batteries 

● Cell phone and charger(s).  

● Type H or Universal power adapter (you can order on Amazon or Ceptics) 

● For infants/toddlers - Diapers, wipes, formula, prescriptions, a change of clothes 

 
Additional helpful carry-ons 

● Water bottle 

● Snacks 

● Hand sanitizer/sanitizing wipes.  

● Entertainment: Headphones, Books, iPads/Tablets and charger(s), etc. 

● For Worshipers - sheet music or tablets 

● One lightweight change of clothes and toiletries (Toothbrush, toothpaste, deodorant, 
eyedrops and other toiletries for freshening up when you arrive). 

● Neck pillow and/or blanket; Ear plugs and Eye mask 

 

https://www.allianztravelinsurance.com/travel/planning/core-trip-packing-checklist.htm?accam=F202942&prof=2678&camp=164935&kct=google&kchid=7346&criteriaid=&campaignid=17868591525&locphy=9008165&adgroupid=&adpos=&cid=&networkType=&kdv=c&kext=&kadtype=&kmc=&kpid=&npclid=CjwKCAjw0sfHBhB6EiwAQtv5qcpVlpk_Ld8Mld9Dr2duZTFPLQqFwKGs3GPN4jZ-_PcCus_J0H4SxhoCUFUQAvD_BwE&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=17876524505
https://israel-entry.piba.gov.il/apply-for-an-eta-il-1/
https://www.forbes.com/advisor/l/international-travel-insurance/?check=b&utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=21614696825&accountid=1703363182&utm_content=165058844286&utm_term=kwd-297729226003&network=g&device=c&placement=&location_physical=9008163&device_model=&creative=710507202653&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=21614696825&gbraid=0AAAAACeErZnNCK8mEeCBoj38y1bit9szX
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B07D6ZGLGZ?ref=cm_sw_r_cso_em_apin_dp_PRXF7GTPX96SA1DS4KZP&ref_=cm_sw_r_cso_em_apin_dp_PRXF7GTPX96SA1DS4KZP&social_share=cm_sw_r_cso_em_apin_dp_PRXF7GTPX96SA1DS4KZP&titleSource=true&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Israel-Palestine-Travel-Adapter-Ceptics/dp/B01N7VKQ7Z/ref=sr_1_3?adgrpid=190069634327&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Pp_NUNy6t7Vqc6Y-O19qqDYV4IG6QSm0bk_0C3qIFz5Kehh19EfBtge0Qn_oLlXZakFr3B-BljccNTBvosEDpknMzFX7qU-QwrsM0EAI6u_Gig-qfuGT9BcHe00D98RrpZ_lDMzVN9uVLDdlk_DRJCaIUdwqFqgAHZTzqFG2tY1CCRvtPX2jntCKLyNDmn5jo2zBc6ajRVVe-l5QN8PRM-YPLe-iPJWwqbPoOG_fBhw.yUCjWxOYy8wXsodKkK3hmg_3LUaOYmCxjPR8qdAKgaM&dib_tag=se&hvadid=780396680833&hvdev=c&hvexpln=0&hvlocphy=9008163&hvnetw=g&hvocijid=16929184437049025514--&hvqmt=e&hvrand=16929184437049025514&hvtargid=kwd-377156615165&hydadcr=24629_13611841_8152&keywords=type%2Bh%2Badapter%2Bfor%2Bisrael&mcid=c76cf09407be3bb681c3b60303f63c19&qid=1762787794&sr=8-3&th=1
https://www.ceptics.com/products/palestine-travel-adapter-type-h-industrial-grade-ig-14
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Packing Checklist: Standard Essentials 

● Shirts, Pants, Skirts, Dresses  

● Underclothes 

● Socks 

● Shoes 

● Sleepwear 

● Activewear (especially if going on walking tours or dancing for JESUS!) 

● Toiletries: Toothbrush, toothpaste, deodorant, soap, razors, makeup, sanitary pads, hair 
and skin products,etc. 

● Vitamins and pain relievers 

● Jewelry and accessories 

● A little extra funds for souvenirs, if desired. 

● For Worshipers/Musicians - your specialized instrument and/or pedals and 
accessories, if you prefer.  

○ The following will be available at Succat Hallel: Yamaha keyboard, Baby grand 
piano, Electric drumset, 4 vocal mics, a couple hand drums, 2 Acoustic guitars, 1 
Electric guitar, and 1 Bass guitar. 

 

Packing for Tours and Exploring (Inquire of specific needs with your tour organizer) 

● Check the temperature daily (Average temp in Jerusalem in Nov/Dec is low 50s to 
mid-70s Fahrenheit and rainfall) 

● Water bottle 

● Comfy walking shoes 

● Raincoat or pancho 

● Rainboots 

● Sunscreen, sunglasses, and hat or sun protection 

● Insect repellent 

● Light, airy clothes with breathable fabrics for warmer days 

● Swimsuits and beach clothes/accessories if visiting Dead Sea 

● A nice outfit for potential outings, especially in Tel Aviv where lifestyle is more modern 
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GETTING AROUND ISRAEL  
At Customs: If asked, you can state that your reason for travel is “Tourist” 
 
TRAIN from airport  (Not available on Shabbat. More information on trains can be found here).  

● The train from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem is located on the lower level of Terminal 3 of the airport 
(a free shuttle runs between the terminals every 15 minutes). 

● You can use a kiosk at the airport to buy a travel card - the Rav-Kav card - to board the train.  
○ The Rav-Kav card is reloadable via the “Rav-Kav Online” app or “HopOn” app and can 

also be purchased at a Super-Pharm store (similar to our CVS) . 
● Destinations: 

○ To Jerusalem: Yitzhak Navon Station 

○ To Tel Aviv: Stations include HaHagana, HaShalom, Savidor Center, and University. 

● Service: Sun-Thu: 6am-9pm (Not on Shabbat, Friday evening through Saturday evening).  
● Cost: Affordable but prices vary based on the destination. 
● NOTE: Upon arriving at the station in Jerusalem (or other destination), you will still need to 

get a taxi or other means of transportation to reach your accommodation. 
 
TAXI from airport  

● This option may be good for a group of 3 or more, as splitting the fare may be cost effective.  
● Provides direct transportation to your accommodation. 
● COST: approximately 330 shekels ($110 USD), depending on destination. 

 
BUS from airport (Not available on Shabbat. More info can be found here) 

● Taking a bus from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem will take you approximately one hour. You can take 
bus route 480 from Tel Aviv-Savidor Center (Arlozrov Terminal) to the Jerusalem Central Bus 
Station. Bus Route 480 runs: Sun-Thu 6:30am-3am; not on Shabbat 

● Another option is to take bus route 405 from the Tel Aviv Central Bus Station to the 
Jerusalem Central Bus Station. Bus Route 405 runs: Sun-Thu 6am-12am; not on Shabbat 

 
CAR RENTAL 

● Renting a car may be convenient for those traveling to various cities/regions in Israel.  
● Parking in Jerusalem can be limited, expensive, and is mostly available on the street. 

 
LOCAL TRANSPORATION (Not available on Shabbat) 

● You can download the GETT app to order a car. UBER is not available in Israel. 
● BUS: The main bus system, the Egged, in Jerusalem is efficient.  

○ The Rav-Kav card can be used on local buses in Jerusalem. The Rav-Kav card is 
reloadable via the “Rav-Kav Online” app or “HopOn” app. 

○ There are also some Arab-operated buses for getting to some Palestinian areas. 
● SHERUT: These mini-van, shared taxis run on a fixed route but can be hailed for pick-up and 

drop-off along its route. Shekels required and price varies per your destination. 
● NOTE: Succat Hallel does not have a big sign out front. There is only a small bronze plaque. 

 

https://visit.tel-aviv.gov.il/move/jerusalem
https://visit.tel-aviv.gov.il/move/israels-travel-guide
https://visit.tel-aviv.gov.il/move/jerusalem
https://www.egged.co.il/en
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ADDITIONAL TIPS AND INFO 
 

CURRENCY EXCHANGE (Not available on Shabbat) 
● Currency exchange can be made at the airport, at an ATM, or local money changers in the 

city, including at Jaffa gate.  
● For exchange, you must have $20 USD or more. 
● Most places accept major credit cards. 
● Tipping is nice but not an expectation. 

 
CELL SERVICE 

● Contact your provider to inquire about international plan options for calls, texts and data. 
● Download the “Whatsapp” app on your phone for Wifi-based calls and texts. 
● You can download an E-sim for extra data through the Airalo app (for iPhone 12s and later or 

Samsung s20 and later – not compatible for older generation phones).  
 

ADAPTERS/TRANSFORMERS 
Outlets and voltage in Israel (220-240v) are not the same as in the U.S. (110-120v). 

● Order a Type H or Universal power adapter (available on Amazon or Ceptics).  Adapters are 
also available for purchase at some stores in Israel. 

● You may want to order a universal adapter as some appliances like hair dryers and curling 
irons may not work with the voltage used in Israel or order a smart hair dryer. (Some hotels 
and Airbnbs may already have a hair dryer). 

FOOD (Most businesses close for Shabbat) Here are some suggestions, also on our trip website: 
● Super Deal Supermarket Grocery Store (Hebron Rd 28): This grocery store is easy for 

Americans to navigate and has more “American” grocery choices. It’s very close to Succat 
Hallel and easy to find on Google Maps. 

● The First Station (David Remez St 4): There are several restaurants at The First Station food 
court area, and only a five-minute walk from Succat Hallel. 

● Aroma Expresso Bar: For coffee folks and more.  There are several of these around Israel and 
tend to be a comfort for American palates! 

● On Hebron Street, there are 24-hour markets nearby Succat Hallel. 
● There are many places to eat during the day in the old city, just inside the Jaffa Gate. 
● NOTE: Food costs about 30% more than before the war. 
● NOTE: Be sure to buy food at the store or market on Wed or Thurs before Shabbat! 

HEALTH 
● Pray regularly 
● Ask your doctor what to take with you, such as vitamins and medications. 
● Travel insurance with medical benefits is recommended. 
● Pray regularly 
● Wash your hands regularly. Avoid touching your face. 
● See a doctor in Israel if you're sick to avoid a long, sick flight home.  
● Pray regularly 

 

https://www.airalo.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Israel-Palestine-Travel-Adapter-Ceptics/dp/B01N7VKQ7Z/ref=sr_1_3?adgrpid=190069634327&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Pp_NUNy6t7Vqc6Y-O19qqDYV4IG6QSm0bk_0C3qIFz5Kehh19EfBtge0Qn_oLlXZakFr3B-BljccNTBvosEDpknMzFX7qU-QwrsM0EAI6u_Gig-qfuGT9BcHe00D98RrpZ_lDMzVN9uVLDdlk_DRJCaIUdwqFqgAHZTzqFG2tY1CCRvtPX2jntCKLyNDmn5jo2zBc6ajRVVe-l5QN8PRM-YPLe-iPJWwqbPoOG_fBhw.yUCjWxOYy8wXsodKkK3hmg_3LUaOYmCxjPR8qdAKgaM&dib_tag=se&hvadid=780396680833&hvdev=c&hvexpln=0&hvlocphy=9008163&hvnetw=g&hvocijid=16929184437049025514--&hvqmt=e&hvrand=16929184437049025514&hvtargid=kwd-377156615165&hydadcr=24629_13611841_8152&keywords=type%2Bh%2Badapter%2Bfor%2Bisrael&mcid=c76cf09407be3bb681c3b60303f63c19&qid=1762787794&sr=8-3&th=1
https://www.ceptics.com/products/palestine-travel-adapter-type-h-industrial-grade-ig-14
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B07D6ZGLGZ?ref=cm_sw_r_cso_em_apin_dp_PRXF7GTPX96SA1DS4KZP&ref_=cm_sw_r_cso_em_apin_dp_PRXF7GTPX96SA1DS4KZP&social_share=cm_sw_r_cso_em_apin_dp_PRXF7GTPX96SA1DS4KZP&titleSource=true&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Conair-Worldwide-Voltage-Technology-Folding/dp/B07HB2ZRNJ/ref=sr_1_6?crid=3B3S6GX01MXTM&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9._Hd6chN6l6Crn_hrhQ6R8XjU2zlfQgMaN1xuCeHW9YWHktoE1In73uIFsR-6kI4szV6Xd57wbRIR6MSlqhofGQLM20shvblOfKwr6jYSSPqK-8VVI0EX6SmGdFfGJ9fP7rx1JwtPu3LeQQ_0on3jQuNW80RD5bi1sYR3I9cFJ2AZOvjeKoiMhX05Sqwrh_Jnhv7L5tBt6yqC3jwEi5yd6OSqokpZEVNJfdAW7ptkz7H-PWZBBo7OR2mBqMH6ZwlBdrIlUVgNEziIXceIIx57v4PAdBRIb2uP3LWdlC4KLjo.-MOHD5cADYywpsf0VWs-9y0FvcPlmradVh_PKjQ7R8s&dib_tag=se&keywords=dual%2Bvoltage%2Bhair%2Bdryer&qid=1762795338&sprefix=dual%2Bvo%2Caps%2C140&sr=8-6&th=1
https://davidstentdc.org/israel-thanksgiving-envoy/
https://www.forbes.com/advisor/l/international-travel-insurance/?check=b&utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=21614696825&accountid=1703363182&utm_content=165058844286&utm_term=kwd-297729226003&network=g&device=c&placement=&location_physical=9008163&device_model=&creative=710507202653&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=21614696825&gbraid=0AAAAACeErZnNCK8mEeCBoj38y1bit9szX
https://www.touristisrael.com/how-to-see-a-doctor-in-israel/31164/
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TEMPERATURE  - Average temp in Jerusalem in Nov/Dec is low 50s to mid-70s F. and rainfall 
 
CULTURE  - Jerusalem is a modern city but still more religious than some other Israel cities. 
 

● EVERYTHING REVOLVES AROUND SHABBAT, and most everything is closed on Shabbat. 

● ATTIRE: Err on the side of modesty over comfort - especially when visiting religious sites and 

Arab/Muslim areas. Women should cover elbows and shoulders; Men should avoid shorts. 

● We recommend caution and discretion when visiting some Arab/Palestinian areas. (Some 

holy sites are in Arab/Palestinian areas, such as the Temple Mount and City of David). 

● COURTESY: A couple helpful Hebrew phrases to know (spelling is phonetic): 

○ “Toh-Dah” = Thank you  

○ “Slick-Hah” = Pardon me (if you bump into someone)  

● WALKING: Use discretion, but Jerusalem is generally safe for walking.  

○ Traveling alone in the middle of the night is not recommended.  

○ Women should avoid walking lin the middle of the  night.  

○ Avoid visiting Old Jerusalem after sunset.  

○ NOTE: If you see a crowd gathering or hear a ruckus, leave that area. 

○ NOTE: Typically, you want to go to your right when leaving Succat Hallel, as there is a 

mostly Arab/Muslim neighborhood to its left as you exit. 

 

U.S. Embassies in Jerusalem & Tel Aviv  
For more consulate details visit the U.S. travel-state government website 

U.S. Embassy Jerusalem  
14 David Flusser Street  
Jerusalem 93392  
Telephone: + (972) (2) 630-4000  
Emergency After-Hours Telephone: + (972) (2) 622-7230  
Email: JerusalemACS@state.gov 

U.S. Embassy Jerusalem Branch Office Tel Aviv 
71 HaYarkon Street  
Tel Aviv Israel 63903  
Telephone: + (972) (3) 519-7575  
Emergency After-Hours Telephone: + (972) (3) 519-7551  
Email: TelAvivACS@state.gov 

 

https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-travel/International-Travel-Country-Information-Pages/IsraeltheWestBankandGaza.html
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fil.usembassy.gov%2F&data=05%7C01%7COCSContentManager%40state.gov%7C6f806e3f127d45d020bd08db57d698d5%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C638200351422234069%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=h8If47i3aKUyEA3KME%2B7kK%2F73OMGnxxINkxflZ%2BOfkE%3D&reserved=0
https://il.usembassy.gov/
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